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THE PADDLE FOR PARKINSON’S  

The aim is to raise funds for research for Parkinson’s disease by gaining donations and sponsorship 

funds for Wade James to paddle from Bundaberg to the Gold Coast approx 400klm over a period of  

4-5 days during September 2007. 

 

It is anticipated that Wade and his supporters will raise funds in excess of $250,000 which is greatly 

needed for research in order to find a cure for people suffering with the cruel disease.  

 
• 80% of the funds raised will be used for research related to Parkinson’s Disease for the 

Queensland’s Parkinson’s Project at Griffith University  

• 20% of the funds raised will be donated to Parkinson’s Queensland Incorporation for the 

administration of this activity and for general use in its other operational activities as decided 

by the management committee. 

 

The funds raised will be accounted for in accordance with PQI’s Policy and Procedures document. All 

money raised will be recorded along with all expenses. Proceeds and relevant financial records will be 

forwarded within 7 days of completion of the event. 

 

THIS SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL PROVIDES: 

1. SITUATION AND BACKGROUND  

2. SPONSORSHIP, MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION STRATEGY 

3. EVENT TIMELINE 

4. EXPENSES 

5. CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 

6. CONTRIBUTION PACKAGES 

7. CAMPAIGN SUPPORT 

8. CONTACTS 

9. HOW TO DONATE 

10. PARKINSON’S DISEASE 
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1. SITUATION AND BACKGROUND  
 
Back in 1979 Bob James, a former champion surf –ski competitor and Bundaberg Lifesaver, took up 

the challenge to paddle from Bargara Beach Bundaberg to Brisbane to raise funds for 

Cancer research. Bob paddled his way into the record books by completing a 343klm surf-ski paddle 

marathon over a period, of 3 days with a half an hour to spare…. Over $20,000 was raised for the 

Queensland Cancer Fund.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sadly, Bob (65 years) was diagnosed 6 years ago with Parkinson’s disease, which has had a major 

impact on the quality of his life.  

Bob’s eldest son Wade (37 years) has agreed to take up the challenge and follow his Dad’s path, in 

order to raise funds towards Parkinson’s disease. 

Wade, founder of RUSH Surf wear, has not paddled since he was 19 years, but he jumped back on 

the ski in March last year and began training extensively in order to combat the physical endurance 

and mental focus requirements to meet the challenges of the paddle.  

Long range weather forecasts will be obtained to select the best period for the hazardous trip down 

the Qld Coast. Tidal Influences between Fraser Island and the mainland will have to be worked to the 

best advantage of the lone paddler. A navigator will be aboard one of the escort vessels to advice on 

the best courses during prevailing wind and sea conditions.  
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2.  SPONSORSHIP, MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION PLAN STRATEGY 

To ensure the success of the event the main marketing objectives are following; 

• To encourage the people to donate funds to Parkinson’s Queensland. 

• To encourage media activity. 

Communication to stakeholders will be provided by the following methods; 

• TV 

• Press 

• Radio 

• Website 

• Retail stores 

The plan will consist of the following components; 

• Sponsorship Proposal 

• Donations 

• Fundraising 

• Website 

• Email Campaign 

• Media Activity 

• Flyer Distribution 

 

Donations 

Donations will be obtained through selected venues such as; 

• Fundraising launch and event venues 

• RUSH retail stores 

• RUSH Head Office  

• Selected McDonalds restaurants  

• Nando’s Australia wide 

• www.thepaddleforparkinson.com.au 
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Fundraising 

A series of activities will be conducted to raise funds for the event; 

• Official Celebration Dinner and Auction- in order to raise funds there will be an auction of items 

provided by major sponsors. Tickets will also be available to the community for purchase for 

$100 per ticket.   

• Window Poster in all RUSH stores during August/September- ‘The Paddle for Parkinson’s’ 

window poster promoting the event. RUSH will match every $1 donated risen through RUSH 

stores.  Min $25,000 max $50,000 *please refer to next page for clarification. 

 

Website 

Donation transactions will be available online.  

 

Email campaign 

An email will be sent to a database of stakeholders, promoting the fundraising event with a link to 

‘THE PADDLE’ website for donations. 

(All subject to funds availability) 

 

Media Activity 

In order to gain maximum funds, media activity will be required to expose the event. Southern Cross 

Ten has committed to provide coverage and 30 second TVC’s for the duration of the campaign to 

drive people to the website. 

 

Flyer distribution 

A flyer will be letter box dropped to drive people to the website and to donate. 

Approx 100,000 copies will be distributed throughout S/E QLD. 
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3. EVENT TIMELINE 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

• Wade’s PADDLE FOR PARKINSON’S- from Bundaberg to Gold Coast in late August, early 

September date to be advised due to weather conditions 

• Window Promotion- RUSH stores in September to coincide with paddle dates 

OCTOBER 

• Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

 

 

 

4. EXPENSES 

Expenses are anticipated to reach up to $25,000. 

Expense funds will be provided using the minimum amount donated by RUSH of $25,000. Expenses 

will not be drawn from any of the funds donated aside from RUSH. 

The Celebration Dinner and Auction fundraiser expenses will be covered using ticket sales.  

All unallocated funds from this Dinner will be donated to THE PADDLE FOR PARKINSON’S.  

 

5. CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATE 

Please refer to contributions page of website www.thepaddleforparkinsons.com.au 
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6. CONTRIBUTION PACKAGES 

All donations over $1,000 will receive the following added value; 

• Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

• Exposure via flyer distribution- 100,000 flyers will be distributed across S/E QLD 

• Invitations to campaign events listed in the Communication and Marketing plan 

 

PLATINUM 

SPONSOR  

Highest Sponsor 

Exclusive 17ft ski advertising (available to one sponsor only) 

Boat advertising 

Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Radio advertising 

Television coverage 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

20 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

Large Banner to be displayed at all events 

1 Page advertisement to be displayed on the back of campaign collateral for 

events 

Links from main website to your company website  

Note: allow an area of 15cm by 40cm x4 for Gold and Silver sponsors logos 

GOLD SPONSOR 

2nd Highest Sponsor 

Exclusive upper body apparel advertising 

Boat advertising 

Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Radio advertising 

Television coverage 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

16 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

Large Banner to be displayed at all events 

1/2 Page advertisement to be displayed on the back of campaign collateral 

for  events 

Links from main website to your company website 

 

 

 

SILVER SPONSOR Exclusive Paddle advertising 
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3rd Highest Sponsor 

Option 1 

Boat advertising 

Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Radio advertising 

Television coverage 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

16 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

Large Banner to be displayed at all events 

1/4 Page advertisement to be displayed on the back of campaign collateral 

for events 

Links from main website to your company website 

SILVER SPONSOR 

3rd Highest Sponsor 

Option 2 

Exclusive lower body and cap advertising 

Boat advertising 

Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Radio advertising 

Television coverage 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

16 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

campaign events listed in the Communication and Marketing plan 

Large Banner to be displayed at all events 

1/4 Page advertisement to be displayed on the back of campaign collateral 

for events 

Links from main website to your company website 

$10,000 Plus Boat advertising  

Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Television coverage 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

8 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

1/4 Page advertisement to be displayed on the back of campaign collateral 

for events 

Links from main website to your company website 

 

$5,000 to $9,999  Framed Certificate of Appreciation 
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Plus Television coverage 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

6 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

$2,500 to $4,999 Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

4 Invitations to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

$1,000 to $2,499 Framed Certificate of Appreciation 

Exposure on the day 

Logo on website and all documentation 

2 Invitation to Celebration Dinner and Auction Fundraiser in October 

 

 

7.   CAMPAIGN SUPPORT 

'Maria Rosa' a 43ft Noosa Catamaran will follow Wade on his journey from Bundaberg to the Gold 

Coast providing transportation for his committee members and supplying Wade with refreshments and 

facilities to ensure the paddle is a success. 'Maria Rosa' has been supplied by IPG Australia and BCI 

Duells. Les Hancock and Guy Barbara will skipper the Maria Rosa. 

 

To provide further support such as event entertainment, refreshments etc please email 

thepaddleforparkinsons@rushclothing.com.au with your contribution 

 

8.  CONTACTS 

The following people will be assisting in the coordination of the event; 

• Wade James - Paddler and Fundraiser for further information please contact 

wado@rushclothing.com.au 

• Heidi Findley - Project Coordinator for activities included in the Sponsorship Marketing and 

Communication Plan document. For further information please contact 

heidif@rushclothing.com.au 

• Mark Mclean – Treasurer and Financial Advisor (Partner And Chartered Accountant at Ulton 

Group) for further information please contact mark@ulton.net 

• Parkinson’s Queensland 1800 644 189 

A small committee will also be formed to implement the activities. 
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9. HOW TO DONATE 

Donations can be made online or by cash, cheque or money order to ‘THE PADDLE FOR 

PARKINSON’S charity number CH0998 at the following locations; 

• RUSH Head Office PO BOX 2509 Burleigh BC 4220 QLD ph 07 55892802 

thepaddleforparkinsons@rushclothing.com.au  

• RUSH Surf Clothing retail stores- please refer to rushclothing.com.au for your nearest location  

• McDonalds Bundaberg, Hervey Bay, Gympie.  

• Nando’s Australia wide 

• ULTON Chartered Accountants PO BOX 1000 Bundaberg QLD 4670  

Alternatively please contact Wade James or Heidi Findley to discuss other options on 07 55892802 as 

credit card or cheque may be available. 

  

To show our appreciation for supporting the event and contributions made, thank you messages will 

emailed directly from THE PADDLE FOR PARKINSON'S website, when a contribution is made online. 

Contributions will be recorded daily and updated to THE PADDLE FOR PARKINSON'S website. 

  

*An account will be set up for all donations to be deposited with the National Australia Bank- THE 

PADDLE FOR PARKINSON'S FUND.  

Wade James and Mark Mclean will be the authorised signatories for this account. 
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10. PARKINSON’S DISEASE (extracted from booklet ‘Parkinson’s Disease -Information for people 

living with Parkinson’s’) 

WHAT IS PARKINSON'S? 

Parkinson’s is a slowly progressive disease, in which the symptoms get worse gradually over time. 

Parkinson’s affects an area of the brain that controls movement and so is known as a ‘movement 

disorder’. 

 
Many of the symptoms of Parkinson’s are related to movement and these usually respond to medical 

treatments. 

 
Symptoms of Parkinson’s Disease 

In the early stages of Parkinson’s the symptoms may occur alone or in combination. A feature of 

Parkinson’s is that it usually starts on one side of the body and after a period of several years will then 

start to involve the opposite side of the body. Common symptoms experienced with Parkinson’s are: 

 
• Tremor (shaking) 

• Rigidity (a stiffness of the muscles) 

• Bradykinesia (slowness of movement) 

 
In addition, poor balance are also associated with disturbance of gait (manner of walking), particularly 

as Parkinson’s progresses. 

 
HOW COMMON IS PARKINSON'S? 

It is estimated that there are between 50,000 and 100,000 people living with Parkinson’s in Australia. 

Men develop Parkinson’s a little more commonly than women although the reason for this is not yet 

known. 

 
Parkinson’s may appear at any age, but is most common in older people. 1 in 7 people living with 

Parkinson’s are under the age of 40, but the average age of diagnosis is around 65 years. The 

number of people with Parkinson’s worldwide varies between 1 and 1000 to 2 in 1000 with the figure 

increasing to 1 in 100 people over the age of 60. 

 
IS THERE A CURE? 

At this time there is no known prevention or cure for Parkinson’s. The gold standard treatment 

remains the use of medical therapy in the form of the drug Levodopa. Levodopa is the chemical 

precursor of dopamine. The aim of drug treatment for Parkinson’s is to correct the dopamine 

imbalance in the brain. Once commenced on medication you will most likely need to take it everyday 

for the rest of your life. Usually if the medication is stopped the symptoms will return. 
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11. RESOURCES 

• Parkinson’s Queensland 1800 644 189 

The following people will be assisting in the coordination of the event; 

• Wade James - Paddler and Fundraiser 

• Heidi Findley - Project Coordinator for activities included in the Sponsorship Marketing and 

Communication Plan document. 

• Mark Mclean – Treasurer and Financial Advisor (Partner And Chartered Accountant at Ulton 

Group) 

 

Let’s hope we are more than successful in raising funds which is greatly needed for research in order 

to find a cure for people suffering with this cruel disease. 

 

 

 

 

Wade James 


